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Data WA collaboration group 
 

1 Background and Purpose  
The WA open data policy was developed by the Department of Premier and Cabinet in collaboration with other 
agencies. There is a close working relationship with the office of digital government regarding the open data policy and 
open data governance. 
 
The Data WA portal was developed in 2015 as the means to implement the open data policy for WA.  
Access to public sector data is available on data.wa.gov.au – the open data portal - known as Data WA 
The main component of the Data WA portal is the Data Catalogue. 
 
Our role in the implementation of the open data policy includes: 

• providing the whole-of-government data discovery platform 
• assisting agencies to make their data discoverable and accessible 
• promoting the data sharing culture and educating stakeholders 

 
Achieving a comprehensive approach to open data is a progressive and evolving process.  
Firstly, agencies are asked to improve the discoverability and usability of existing datasets by:  

• making them open, and 
• prioritising those datasets that are already publicly available, in demand, or considered as high value. 

 
Open Data in the policy is defined as; easily discoverable, available to public, licensed to enable reuse, in formats that 
is modifiable, non-proprietary and machine-readable and preferably available at no cost. 
 
The objective is to make it easier for government to find and share data for it to be more fully utilized for decision 
making and service delivery. This remains a challenge as we have low visibility of data holdings and some disconnect 
between the spatial data sector, data analytics and socio economic and human services sector and ICT programs.  The 
focus is on greater release of appropriate, high-value, usable data. 
 
The key components to delivering the open data policy are: 
1. Data WA portal - Technical framework for data discovery and access, data custodian register 
2. Data – usefulness and quality of the data, data standards and formats, appropriate data release plan 
3. Data contributors – collaboration with public sector stakeholders, promotion and education 
 
An informal data collaboration group to progress open data initiatives were initially formed in March 2020 when a 
selection of state agencies collaborated to host an event to support international open data day.  
This was formalised later in the year by developing the terms of reference and membership for the group.  
The Data WA collaboration group has functioned with a handful of committed members and seeks to grow 
membership to more fully support the data collaboration efforts.  
 
This Data WA collaboration group brings together the knowledge and skills from across the public sector, spatial and 
analytics fields to collectively undertake activities to deliver the group’s objectives. 
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2 Terms of Reference and Objectives 
The Data WA collaboration group facilitates the coordination and availability public sector data in a collaborative 
forum to support cross government planning and programs.  
 
The primary function of the group is to provide strategic direction and practical application on all matters relating 
to the Data WA portal, implementation of the open data policy and collaborative data sharing initiatives.  
 
This is dependent on stakeholder engagement and active participation. The group will: 

• Drive the open data policy objectives and collaborative data sharing initiatives. 

• Support, contribute to and help deliver the Data WA work plan and open data implementation, Data WA strategy. 

• Advise and provide direction and support the Data WA improvement project. 

• Provide technical support and advice where relevant, including data consultancies. 

• Review and contribute to data governance practices, setting of guidelines and standards.  

• Participate in and provide input to the Data WA Champions Network. 
 

 

3 Structure  
Membership 
The WA open data policy applies to all agencies and organisations covered by the Public Sector Management Act of 
1994, including: 

• state departments, government enterprises, local government,  

• universities, courts and tribunals,  

• consultants and contractors to government, and recipients of government grants.  
 

Membership of the Data WA collaboration group comprises of representatives from public sector agencies where 
data is a key focus to deliver their services, agencies who produce and use data and working groups delivering data 
sharing programs.  
 
The success of the group is based on engagement and collaborative effort from its members.   
Key to the successful implementation of the open data policy is the contribution of the data communities and the 
support of the WALIS network, the Data and Information Liaison Network and data communities of interest.  
 
The Data WA Champions network is a network of interested parties from public sector, academia and industry who 
are champions in their field of expertise relating to data initiatives, culture of data sharing and collaborative data 
project.  

 

Members  
Membership currently comprises of the core group. Once the Data WA Collaboration Group is endorsed 
and formalised, the membership will be carefully selected based on: 

• Agency and sector representation – to cover the broad spectrum of data across the public sector. 

• Role and personal attributes – network, expertise and interest to champion data collaboration. 
 

Sponsor and Support 
WALIS Council and the Data and Information Liaison Network committee 
 

Chair and Secretariat  
Jenny Smith, Manager Analytics Data Collaboration  
Landgate - jenny.smith@landgate.wa.gov.au 
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4 Governance 

This is a sub-committee is responsible to WALIS Council and the Data and Information Liaison Network committee. 
Report and updates are also provided to the Office of Digital Government. 
 

Meetings and Communication 
The Data WA collaboration group meets 5 times a year. 

Meetings are usually held in a city location hosted by public sector agencies. 

Meetings are scheduled in advance for the year with a draft agenda. The agenda includes the strategic objectives and 
members provide relevant agenda items a week before the meeting.  

Subject matter experts, grant winners and government contractors are invited to the meetings when relevant. 

 

The WALIS Community SharePoint members site and MS Teams provides a collaborative environment to share 
documents and progress work. 

Brief notes are made for each meeting including an action list.  

An agenda is shared before the meeting.  

Communication is mostly done via email and telephone, or within MS teams SharePoint. 
 

Duration 
The Data WA collaboration group is a standing committee directed by the WALIS Council and informed by Office of 
Digital government and the Data and Information Liaison Network. 

Its purpose and function are determined by regular assessment of the focus for the group and relevance to its terms 
of reference. 

The Group will continue to exist until it has delivered its objectives at which time the terms of reference and strategy 
will be reviewed to ensure the group remains relevant.  

The group will function whilst it serves a purpose.  

 

Monitoring and reporting 
• The group reports to WALIS Council. 

• The group will keep Office of Digital Government informed and updated on progress for the WA digital strategy 
roadmap on the open data implementation and governance aspects for Data WA. 

• The group will provide updates to the Data and Information Liaison Network to keep them informed of 
developments and to ensure the relationship between human service analytics and the spatial community is 
maintained. 
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